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THE TOWN OF DURBIN 

The town of Durbin was started 
back In the late 1800's and soon the 
coming of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railroad from the south and the 
Western Maryland Railroad from the 
north, turned this town into a busy 
rail head, and with it came a wild 
breed of men that worked the rail¬ 
roads and logged the fine spruce and 
hardwood timber of the area. The 
town once had several hotels, restau¬ 
rants. stores and numerous drinking 
establishments, all of which did a 
thriving business. The coming of the 
sole leather tannery at nearby Frank, 
in 1902. added to the population of 
the area. Today, the railroads are 
gone, along with the rowdy crowds of 
the past. Durbin Is now a quiet, 
peaceful town with a population of 
•round 500. A few stores and other 

businesses arc still around. One would 
n°* believe that such a small town 
eould come alive like this one during 
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